December General Membership Meeting Minutes
December 6, 2009

Meeting Called to order at 6:00 PM by Sam Davis

Verbal Judo

Presentation by Mark Uyl of the MHSAA on calming situations between 
individuals, i.e. coaches and officials using this technique. See attached Word 
document provided by MHSAA. During the presentation Mark did make mention 
that there had been several conversations about the “Sequence” for the offensive 
wrestler starting position and that currently the MHSAA’s position is that the 
sequence would be followed as written in the rule book.  Coaches who are 
expressing displeasure with it will have to coach their kids this way this year.
Situations from Week #1 

Divided the attending membership into 4 groups with each group spending about 
20 minutes in discussions of situations that occurred during the first week and 
weekend of competition. Each group came back and presented to all “one” of the 
situations that they discussed.


Group 1 - reporting to the scorer’s table sequence; Group 2 - a photo of a 
headlock that was taken at the Eastern Invitational of a St. Johns wrestler that 
might be illegal as it puts extreme pressure on the throat; Group 3 - Straight head 
scissors that might be legal or illegal (toe might touch heel of other foot or side of 
other foot but not really cross the feet); Group 4 - had no situation.
Robert Allen Reinstatement Request

Robert Allen presented his case for reinstatement to the association as per the by-
laws. Robert stated he believed because of Roberts Rules of Order he did not have 
to comply with the new by-law section on Reinstatement, which had been adopted 
during his removal from the association. Robert answered several questions from 
the members attending: would he pay back money to one particular school or the 
association, he had received under circumstances that led to removal from the 
association (said he would); would he try to take contracts from those contracts 
that had been assigned already (said he would not); question by a member if he 
had any outstanding issues with any schools of the CAAC (Robert answered no). 
Robert was dismissed from the group so a secret ballot vote could be taken in 
private.
Group (Members) Discussion and Question and Answer Session and Ballot Vote on Robert Allen

It was revealed by several members that Robert Allen has a letter that the 
Lansing School District has issued to him on No Trespassing by him at the 
Eastern High School campus. This letter was seen by those members at the 
Eastern Invitational the day before (12-06-09) and that Robert was escorted out of 
the building by the Eastern High School Athletic Director. The enlightenment of 
this situation was directly contrary to Roberts answer to the question if he had any 
outstanding issues with any CAAC school, of which Eastern is a member. Several 
members excused themselves from the ballot vote. The results of the ballot vote 
is: 24 votes - “I DO NOT AGREE with reinstating Robert Allen into the 
LWOA.”; 2 votes - “ I AGREE with reinstating Robert Allen into the LWOA, 
effective at the end of his suspension.” And 5 individuals not voting, 31 
individuals present at the meeting. Original ballots are stored with the printed 
minutes of the general membership meeting.
State Assignments Nominations

A nominating ballot with 10 blanks to be filled in by each member was distributed 
to each member present. The LWOA can place 10 members in nomination for 
selection to referee the State Tournament series (team and individual) beyond the 
District level. The results are that Chuck Barrett, Ken Buckland, Sam Davis, Mike 
Gannon, Dave Gonzalez, Ben Hatler, Jim Niemiec, Shane Risner, Cameron 
Rodgers, and Nate Smith would be entered in nomination to the selection 
committee.

LWOA Classic 

Shane Risner reported that members working at the Classic that their group 
assignments are posted on the LWOA web site. The group’s assignment during 
the day is also posted.

Meeting adjourned 8:15 PM

Don Clever, Secretary LWOA
