LWOA General Membership Meeting
February 2010

Meeting called to order at 10:00 AM

Overview of 09-10 Season 

By Sam Davis

Talk and review of the LWOA Classic in December. We are still receiving some suggestions for next year. Officials, coaches, and participants are encouraged to submit items to Sam or Shane. Winners and runners up received a team trophy and Tee shirts for the team participants and 4 scholarships were awarded. Contracts for the 2010 LWOA Classic are already out for those schools who participated in 2009. Ten have been returned. With our efforts the LWOA is growing in membership numbers and in the number of our members receiving assignments in the State tournament series. This speaks of the improvement of the quality of our officials across the board. It also indicates that our mentoring program is working and paying dividends.

Arbiter Report 

By Lee Rogers

Communication is still the number one priority. The early report from the AD’s is that the email program by the members is working form their end. The officials still would like at least a reply of ok or see you at the venue or some type of response. Lack of response to the officials has been scattered from the AD’s. There is a possibility that next year there may be some type of “Pay Account” on Arbiter that the schools would deposit the officials pay and the official would withdraw from once a month. More information is required by Lee from Arbiter and will be passed along to the membership as it is received. There is some who have expressed an interest in if Arbiter could allow an individual to block off a site or and individual with whom to work. Lee indicated that the only thing that might be blocked off is the distance of travel, especially on a weekday when a member may have to travel great distances to a venue because he is leaving from work which would create a time and distance problem.
Website Information

By Shane Risner

So far this year there has been 2000 hits on our website. Shane offered the members that if they had any videos of situations or knowledge of videos to forward the information to him for possible inclusion on the website.

Tough Calls This Season

By The Group

Discussions of things that members have seen that have been tough to call or figure out. Cradle(s) - can’t see the scapula; circling at the edge of the mat where both wrestlers might be out-of-bounds and the official did not stop the action and return to the center for a restart; situations of criteria for a near fall starts when a wrestler’s shoulders are held at an angle of 45 degrees or less to the mat especially when this position is obtained form the neutral position and when to call a takedown and begin the counting for back points with the situation lasting beyond reaction time; the table helps score and the coach who is keeping score in his seat differ and that the table help is the “official” scoring of the match; flagrant misconduct can occur in JV matches and tournaments and thus requires the official to report the situation to the MHSAA on an “Official’s Report Form” along with the appropriate penalty form the penalty chart concerning removing from the premises, and that two unsportsmanlike conducts during the match may not end the match, but depending on what they are could be considered flagrant misconduct according to the rule book.
State Tournaments

By Veteran Officials
Veteran Officials were asked to give an example or situation that is to be looked at, happen or occur, or situations that my need special consideration in regard to the tournament at hand.

Sam - treat each tournament no different than any other tournament that you 
may have worked during the year. This being so you don’t put undue 
pressure on yourself. Just be diligent in doing your job.

Dave G. - stay with your same officiating style, don’t change because it is a 
state tournament.

Bob S. - at check in of contestants be part of the process, don’t just start it 
and leave it to the table help while you go to the center of the mat, 
look and listen to what is going on.

Jesse E. - with the leg scissors especially look for control and not torture.

Shane R. - know and use the proper and authorized signals for points and 
situations.

Nathan S. - don’t be afraid to make the call.
Don C. - with the state tournament series weigh-in shifts from “home weigh-
in” to “shoulder to shoulder” weigh-in and it has a number of rules 
listed in the rule book that we as officials have not had to deal with 
during the regular season but now will come into play, make sure your 
know them as they are printed in the rule book.

You Make the Calls

By The Group

Videos from several websites where shown showing various situations. The websites were wrestlingaddix.com and flowrestling.org. The situations were: the Holt - DCC inbounds vs. out-of-bounds on a takedown; Eric Schifter grabbing the throat of a wrestler; TVSNF - a near fall situation between Ida and an opponent; and a takedown in a 
Cuyahoga Falls, OH match. Shane indicated that he would be posting the links to these situations and sites on the LWOA website.
2010-11 Goals for the LWOA

By The Group

Email to Sam goals that the LWOA might have for next year. Some 
ideas that were expressed where Polo shirts with the LWOA logo for 
members to wear on meeting days, on days the officiate, or to play 
golf in, or just as casual wear; an off season get together of some manor or form - a golf outing (Eldorado possible host) as an example; what to do with the open VP position that we currently have; what it means to be a LWOA member and a member in good standing. Again submit further ideas to Sam.

Wrap-up

By Sam Davis

Sam gave a brief wrap-up statement of the LWOA’s accomplishments and things that have happened this year and a brief outlook for the future and next year. And that everyone should have a great state tournament season and a fabulous off season.
Respectfully Submitted:

Don Clever, LWOA, Secretary

