Lansing Wrestling Officials Association

General Membership Meeting Minutes

February 6, 2011

Meeting called to order at 12:00 PM by Sam Davis

Overview of ‘10-‘11 Season


Sam began with an explanation of the February meeting. Elections are a major 
part of the February meeting. This way the new board members are known and 
can meet in the summer to plan for the next season. With no elections the existing 
exiting board is carried over until the fall which puts the responsibility for the 
next year planning on a board that may not be the same as would have been 
elected. Also, it is then difficult for the fall elected board to play catch-up. 
Business can not be conducted when only 14 out of a membership roster of about 
50+ are in attendance. A quorum would be in the mid upper twenties.

Sam went over some of the highlights of the past 4 previous meetings:

· Many of the problems that came to our attention about the LWOA Classic were corrected.

· We recruited and had many new members, both veteran and novice
· It was a good idea and we had a very good meeting when we had the coaches corner for part of a meeting

· Our Mentor program is working and doing a good job in bringing new novice official along

· Prior to the season beginning a meeting with the AD’s was held and they indicated that their problems and concerns about communications had been for the most part corrected.

· RefPay was introduced and used by several school districts and will probably continue to grow in use next year.

· We continued our very good relationship with the MHSAA
· We are beginning to get requests for officials from outside or associations current range of operations.

· Because of a growth in membership from the extreme edges of our contracted area, and some wanting to be members in several associations the board may have to address a concern of parity of existing members and new with regard to full varsity schedules.

Website Information

Shane reported that he has 10 new videos to add to the website and would have them 

added in a day or so. Also, he talked about adding a video of the week. There were some 
problems with the Wrestling University connection and getting it to do what was intended, 
the problem seemed to stem from the supplier switching some software and some 
compatibility problems with existing software. He indicated he would work on it and with 
the supplier over the summer. And lastly he added to let him know if there is anything that 
could possibly be added and or improved.

Tough Calls This Season


Because there was such a small number of attendees it was put to the group to go around 
with each contributing a problem or potential problem, or call that was tough. Discussion 
of each was forth coming from the group. The items brought up were: 14 point differential 
and an unsportsmanlike conduct with a wrestler continuing to standup; a ¾ nelson and its 
possibly being potentially dangerous; a stand up with the offensive wrestler dropping to 
the ankle and when control would possibly be lost; conduct of coaches and them 
becoming unsportsmanlike, this also brought about a question that Sam was going to get 
with Mark McClenathan to find out the interpretation of the coaches misconduct and 
unsportsmanlike conduct rules (printed at the end of this section); the on going situation at 
venues where the spectators moving closer towards the mat and the crowd noise generated 
with it; fleeing the mat and that a takedown can be awarded also so you could have a 3 
point situation at the edge of the mat; the use of the punishing elbow to the back of the 
head; the use of part of Recovery Time and then going back to wrestling and then after a 
short time wanting to go back to Recovery Time, which can’t be done as it would be 
Injury Time; bad time and what is not voided and that coaches will use what one official 
did last week as way to indicate you or the other official was wrong.

Officials, 

This is a written interpretation of what we discussed yesterday regarding unsportsmanlike conduct and misconduct.  As written in the rules book, the only penalty that is assessed against the assistant that can result in the removal of the head coach is COACHES MISCONDUCT.  All other penalties are assessed against the violator and any removal will be that of the offender.

I had extensive discussion with Mark McClenathan and we both agreed that the head coach needs to have some responsibility for the unsportsmanlike actions of other personnel, but as the rule is written, they do not.  Please discuss this issue with other officials outside of the association and get their take as to whether we should propose a rules change that would have head coaches responsible for repeated unsportsmanlike behavior by team personnel and wrestlers not on the mat.  We may want to leave it alone, but we can pursue it if there is a strong sense that it needs to be addressed.

Thanks, 

Sam

Elections


Cancelled because of lack of a quorum.

2011-12 Goals and suggested ideas for the LWOA


Some things that could be done for the association and for the schools we do work for:

· Develop a laminated scoring abbreviations and official signals or the CAAC schools and others

· Executive board to explore format changes of the LWOA Classic - going back to an individual tournament, moving the venue, etc. 

· Having the coaches again only maybe getting more than 4 the next time

· Develop a way that those referees going to the same venue could meet before arriving at the venue, for maybe breakfast or the like, to plan and discuss the upcoming day.
· Several attendees indicated that they like the Tough Call segment of this meeting and would like to see it continued, as a large group or even in small focus groups with reports back to the entire assembly.
Respectfully submitted,

Don Clever, LWOA Secretary

